Wilderness Wanderings 04
The Israelites in the Wilderness Discussion # 04—Prepare for 7/29/20
Read:  Numbers 13 and Deuteronomy 1:1-3, 19-40
When do the events of the chapter take place?  How long have the Israelites been traveling?  Consider Numbers 13:20.  
This takes place in the “time of the first-ripe grapes,” which would date this incident in about the fifth month of the second year after Israel left Egypt.  They have traveled all the way to Kadesh-barnea, close to Canaan.  It’s been about five months since the tabernacle was erected and dedicated.  The story must have skipped over a fair amount of reasonably peaceable travel to get to this point.  
Why did Moses send spies into Canaan?  What were they supposed to find out?  Whose idea was it to send spies into Canaan?  
According to Deuteronomy 1, God told the Israelites to go up and possess the land.  The Israelites suggested sending spies to search out the land and bring word “by what way we must go up and into what cities we shall come.”  Moses consented.  According to Numbers 13, God consented as well, sending twelve leaders, one from each tribe, to spy out the land.  They were to evaluate the land and its resources, and they were supposed to see whether the people who lived there were weak or strong, few or many.  And they were supposed to bring back some of the fruit of the land.  
Who is sent from the tribe of Ephraim?  Consider Deuteronomy 1:38 and Numbers 13:16.  
Apparently “Oshea the son of Nun” was sent from Ephraim.  But “Moses called Oshea the son of Nun Jehoshua.”  Deuteronomy calls him “Joshua.”  It was the same Joshua, son of Nun, who had been serving as Moses’ apprentice for some time.  
Look at the map.  Why does Moses send the spies “up this way southward” in Numbers 13:17?  
Looking at the map, it’s clear that the spies actually had to go northward from Kadesh to reach Canaan.  But the country that they went toward was called the “south” country.  The word came from a root meaning “dry” or “parched” and was generally applied to the desert country on the southern border of Palestine.  This was a transition area between the southern desert and the more hospitable land to the north, which was good for grazing.  This area is known by the same name today.  In view of the fact that the “Negeb” lay to the south of Palestine, the word came to be the usual Hebrew term for “south,” as it is commonly translated in the KJV.  So the spies went “up” to the “south country,” but they actually travelled northward!  
What was the report of (most of) the spies?  Consider both Numbers and Deuteronomy.  
They said that the land was flowing “with milk and honey.”  But that the people who lived there were strong, the cities walled and “very great,” and that “the children of Anak” were there.  It’s thought that this means that the people were tall, wiry, and intimidating.  Later they’re said to be “of the giants.”  Numbers 13:32 calls it “an evil report.”  Deuteronomy 1:28 says “the people is greater and taller than we; the cities are great and walled up to heaven.”  The “Anakims” are mentioned there as well.  The report was not necessarily false so long as the facts were concerned, but it was very intimidating.  From a human point of view, the conquest of Canaan seemed impossible  
What was Caleb’s report?  Joshua’s report?  Consider also Numbers 14:6-9.  
Caleb says “let us go up at once and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.”  Perhaps Joshua was more of a warrior than a public speaker, for his words are not recorded here.  But in Numbers 14 both Caleb and Joshua are spoken of as encouraging the people to go and take the land.  And in Deuteronomy God speaks of rewarding both Joshua and Caleb, so they must have had the same report.  
What was the chief objection to the land?  Why?  What does this tell us about the Israelites?  
The biggest objection seems to have been the people who lived there, who were apparently very tall and strong.  The Israelites were afraid.  They were sure that, in their own strength, they could not win a fight against the people of Canaan.  They said that “we be not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we.”  They were not including God in their calculations at all.  Moses reports in Deuteronomy that he told the Israelites “The Lord your God, which goeth before you, He shall fight for you,” but they “did not believe the Lord your God.” [bookmark: _GoBack]Notes and Observations:  
· The spies went a bit further in their report than was required of them.  Had they merely stated the facts of the situation, they would have done their job.  But they interposed their private opinion that the task ahead was more than the strength of Israel could accomplish, which gave rise to all sorts of problems and punishments.  
· The enemies listed as living in Canaan included the Amalekites, Hittites, Jebusites, Amorites, and Canaanites “by the sea.”  The Amalekites were descendants of Esau, but the others were mostly unrelated.  

