Wilderness Wanderings 11
The Israelites in the Wilderness Discussion # 11—Prepare for 10/7/20
Read:  Numbers 23 and Patriarchs and Prophets Chapter 40
Consider verses 1 and 2.  What exactly does Balaam think he’s doing?  Why?  
By multiplying the number of sacrifices, Balaam evidently thought that he could placate God.  Apparently his mind was now thoroughly controlled by heathen concepts of God, that quantity is more important than quality and material offerings more effective than a sincerely obedient heart.  Thus we see how rapidly and completely sin blinds us to the truth!  Here we have a heathen king assisting Balaam as priest, offering sacrifices.  The mockery of it all doesn’t seem to be apparent to the prophet—a wicked prophet of God cooperating with a heathen king officiating at a sacrifice to Baal, thinking at the same time that his own God could be placated by that sacrifice.  
How does God respond to Balaam’s actions in verses 4 and 5?  Why?  
God has tremendous patience, and continues to speak with Balaam.  Balaam, deluded, implies that the sacrifices were made to God, and that He should therefore feel reconciled to Balaam’s plans and be willing to cooperate with him.  Balaam should certainly have known better.  God told him beforehand that he would be unable to speak anything but the words that God would give him.  Thus God put words into his mouth, as He had indicated He would. 
How does Balak react to Balaam’s words after the first sacrifice?  What is Balaam’s explanation in verses 11-12?  
There is neither deceit nor subterfuge on Balak’s part.  He did not understand that Balaam had been permitted to come with the condition that he would only be able to speak the words that God gave him.  Of course, Balak had been told as much, but like Balaam, who should have known better, the king no doubt thought that God could be persuaded to change His mind.  Balaam’s arrival made it appear to Balak that even the prophet thought this possible.  Balak is understandably angry that the person that he has hired to solve a problem seems to be actually contributing to the problem rather than the solution.  Not only has he failed to curse the Israelites, he has “blessed them altogether!”  Balaam “explains” that he needs to take care to only say those things that God has given him to say—as if he had a choice!  It seems that Balak would be forced to recognize that Balaam was not free to follow his own inclinations.  Instead, he was subject to the Spirit of God.  At this point, Balaam surely should have withdrawn from the situation.  It should have been clear that he would neither be able to change God’s mind nor speak his own!  But he persists.    
Consider verses 13-14.  What is the thinking behind these actions?  
Thinking that Balaam might have been overawed by the vast Israelite encampment, Balak hoped that a better view—including only a small part of the Israelite camp—might make the prophet bolder in his cursing.  Balak evidently intended to have Balaam curse the Israelites piecemeal.  It seems Balak was still thinking that Balaam could influence the outcome of his speech.  He hoped that showing Balaam a less favorable view of the Israelites’ numbers would help Balaam to curse them.  But Balaam was never the one in control of the blessings or curses!  
Consider verses 25-26.  What is Balak thinking here?  What is Balaam’s response?  
Clearly Balak regrets bringing Balaam into the situation at all!  He has begun to accept that Balaam cannot stop speaking blessings over Israel.  And he is concerned that Balaam’s blessings might be as potent has he had hoped that Balaam’s curses might be.  So he simply asks that Balaam neither bless nor curse.  But Balaam has been accepting some things also.  It is no more in Balaam’s power to simply remain quiet than it was in his power to curse Israel.  He is only going to be able to do as God intends.  Foolishly, Balak suggests another location from which it might “please God” to permit Balaam to curse the Israelites.  And Balaam goes with him!  Clearly they both have some more learning to do.  
Notes and Observations:  
· The word “parable” is used to reference a statement given in figurative rather than plain language.  Balaam’s blessings certainly fall into this category!
· Verses 18-20 should have begun to clear things up for Balak!  Perhaps for Balaam as well.  God is not a man to be influenced or to change His mind!  The “prophet” is treating Jehovah as if He were a mere mortal.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Persisting in the face of verse 23 seems particularly dense.  There exists no method of bringing enchantments or divinations or curses against a group that God has blessed.  God had blessed Israel.  Nothing could be done!  

