Wilderness Wanderings 15
The Israelites in the Wilderness Discussion # 15—Prepare for 11/4/20
Read:  Numbers 32
What is it exactly that the Reubenites and Gadites want, in verses 1-5?  Why?  
They wanted to settle in the land of “Gilead,” east of the Jordan.  These particular tribes had “a very great multitude of cattle,” that is, grazing animals, in comparison to the other Israelite tribes.  And this particular region “was a place for cattle.”  That is, it was excellent grazing land.  Thus they desired to inherit this land east of the Jordan rather than land in Canaan.  It also had the virtue of immediacy!  This land was already conquered, and available for habitation.  
How does Moses react?  What is his reasoning?  (Verses 6-15)  
Moses was greatly disturbed by this appeal.  He asks if they intend to sit in safety while their “brethren,” the other tribes, go to war.  And he points out the negative effect that such a course would have on the morale of the rest of the Israelites.  Moses feared that the action of the two tribes would lead the other tribes to refuse to cross the Jordan.  The effect would be much like that of the faithless report of the spies that resulted in a whole generation perishing in the wilderness.  Moses suggests that, as they did 40 years previously, the rest of the people might then refuse to go over Jordan and consolidate their claim on Canaan.  The concern is that the current generation of Israelites might repeat their parents’ history.  Since that history proved to be so disastrous—a forty-year delay and the death in the wilderness of nearly the entire generation—it makes sense that Moses was anxious not to repeat it.  Perhaps it’s only surprising that the people weren’t more anxious to avoid a repeat of such a disaster!  
What do they propose in verses 16-19?  Is this a good plan?  Why or why not?  
They propose to “build cities” for their families to stay, but state that they themselves will go and fight to establish the Israelites in Canaan.  This was a promise not to delay in any way the crossing of the Jordan, but to act as a forward unit or advance guard before the main host.  They further promised to stay by their duty to the nation until the conquest of Canaan was completed.  The “cities” in which they intended to leave their families were probably repaired Amorite dwellings already established.  A weakness of this plan was that their women and children, and their cattle and sheep, could scarcely be left in a newly conquered, hostile territory without a strong, well-armed force to protect them.  No doubt the tribes of Gad and Reuben thought that they could easily (and rapidly) defeat the Canaanites, and return quickly to their families east of Jordan.  Even at that, however, leaving their women and children in hostile territory, even temporarily, without protection seems rather unwise.  
How does Moses react to this commitment in verses 20-24?  
Moses accepts this promise.  If they would go and fight for land in Canaan for the other Israelites, and promise to fight until the “land be subdued before the Lord,” then Moses gives permission for them to inherit land on the east side of the Jordan.  And he gives permission that they might “build cities,” (or at least repair them) for their families as they had suggested.  Of course, all of this depends on them keeping their promises.  If they did not, then they would have “sinned against the Lord.”  And there are always consequences for that sort of thing!  But basically Moses accepts their proposition and gives permission to do as they have said.  To which these men reply that they will do “as my lord commandeth.”  This is a typically Eastern touch, as that which Moses stated was precisely what they themselves had suggested.  
What agreement was reached?  Who participated?  
The leaders of the tribes of Reuben and Gad reaffirmed their promises to Moses in the presence of Eleazar the priest, Joshua, and “the chief fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel.”  This would be necessary as Moses was soon to die (as God had warned), and these were the people who would know whether or not these leaders kept their promises.  So the agreement was as the leaders of Reuben and Gad had planned.  It turns out that they kept their word, and lawfully inherited land on the east side of the Jordan.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Notes and Observations:  
· The half tribe of Manasseh had cooperated in the conquest of Gilead, and possibly even subdued certain portions of it unaided.  They were known as warriors.  So they too were granted a possession in Gilead.  
· The “building” of the cities described in this chapter must have been more in the nature of repairing the ravages of war.  The inhabitants had been destroyed, but not the cities.  And these walled cities were to be protection for the women and children to be left behind.  


