Wilderness Wanderings 16
The Israelites in the Wilderness Discussion # 16—Prepare for 11/11/20
Read:  Patriarchs and Prophets Chapter 42: “The Law Repeated”
Deuteronomy 30-33
Why wasn’t Moses allowed to go into Canaan?  See Numbers 20.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]When the people were at Kadesh, there came a time when there was no water for the congregation.  The people and their animals were thirsty.  Of course, the people complained to (and about) Moses, saying that he had brought the people into the wilderness so that they and their animals would die there.  When Moses and Aaron spoke to God, He directed Moses to take his brother and his rod and speak to the rock, at which point water was supposed to flow out of it.  But Moses didn’t follow these directions.  He struck the rock twice with his rod instead of speaking to it.  Verse 12 records that the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying “Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.”  
Who was appointed to succeed Moses?  Why?  See Numbers 27:16-23.  
Moses knew that he was going to die shortly, since God had already told him so.  He understood that he was not going to be permitted to lead the people into Canaan.  So Moses asked God to choose a leader for the people who could lead them into Canaan.  So Joshua was appointed as Moses’ successor.  God chose him, as he was “a man in whom is the Spirit.”  The description of Joshua’s consecration as leader of Israel makes it clear that he was to work in concert with Eleazar the priest, as Moses had worked with Aaron for many years.  
What are the main points of Moses’ final discourse to the Israelites, as portrayed in Patriarchs and Prophets Ch. 42?  
The Israelites were a specially chosen people, and God interacted with them in unique ways.  God loved His chosen people, and protected them, and redeemed them slavery and from Egypt.  He made an agreement, a covenant, with His people, and He will certainly keep it.  That covenant included the keeping of a law, a wise and righteous law that would set the Israelites apart as a nation.  The Israelites were exhorted to keep to that law, which would make them “a wise and understanding people.”  He pointed out that the people had freely agreed to their part in the covenant, and thus that they had an obligation to obey.  And Moses emphasized that obedience has its rewards, such as the good land that the Israelites stood to inherit.  He also mentions that disobedience will result in the people being cast out from that good land, scattered among their enemies.  So Moses closed with a plea to the people to “choose life,” and obey God’s will:  "I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live: that thou mayest love the Lord thy God, and that thou mayest obey His voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto Him: for He is thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the land which the Lord sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them." Deuteronomy 30:19-20.
Describe the main points of the “blessing” of Deuteronomy 33.  
God loves His people, and so He gave them a law to be their inheritance.  Reuben is mentioned first, blessed with large numbers.  Next is Judah, with a blessing on the work of their hands and protection from enemies.  The Levites are blessed with direct guidance from God, in the form of the Urim and Thummim.  They are also blessed with a task, to teach the law and serve in the sanctuary.    The tribe of Benjamin is called “beloved” and is blessed with security.  The tribe(s) of Joseph are blessed generously with all the good things of earth.  Zebulun and Issachar are blessed with rejoicing, and with all the good things of the seas.  Gad is blessed with leadership and judgement.  Dan is blessed with strength.  Naptali is blessed with God’s blessing and good lands.  Asher is blessed with many children.  The entire nation of Israel is also blessed with “a land of corn and wine,” and the shield of the Lord’s help.  
Consider Deuteronomy 32:48-52.  What does this tell us about sin and its consequences?  
I am certain that Moses truly repented of his sin at Meribah-Kadesh.  I am sure that he asked God to forgive him as soon as he realized what he had done.  Ellen White states that he “implored pardon in the name of Jesus.”  Nevertheless, the punishment that had been pronounced on him for his sin was not to be removed.  Moses earnestly desired the privilege of entering Canaan.  He pleaded with God that he might be allowed to enter in with the rest of the people, but he was firmly denied.  The consequences of Moses’ sin were upheld, even after he was truly repentant and forgiven.  The consequences of sin—even forgiven sin—are inevitable.  But that’s not the end of the story!  Moses was not permitted to enter Canaan, it is true, but he was soon to be raised, in the words of Ellen White, “to an inheritance infinitely more glorious than the earthly Canaan.”  The thing that Moses so greatly desired was entirely and finally denied him… but he was instead given something unutterably better than the thing he had so desired!  This tells us something about sin and its consequences also.  Although the fallout from sin cannot be avoided, no matter how earnestly we repent our wrongdoing, God is able to change the game.  He can lift us beyond the reach of those consequences, until they no longer matter.  Satan’s aim is to drown us in those consequences, but God’s perspective allows us to rise above, even as the inevitable flood comes.  
Notes and Observations:  
· Though Moses was denied what he greatly wanted—entry into Canaan—his focus was on the welfare of Israel.  Moses truly loved the people he led!  
· Moses was given considerable insight into the future history of Israel, and he took every possible step to lead them in the right direction.  As he says, “For I know thy rebellion, and thy stiff neck: behold, while I am yet alive with you this day, ye have been rebellious against the Lord; and how much more after my death?”  Which is why we have such a wonderful record of the events of the first five books of the Bible!  Moses took the time and effort to write everything down for the future Israelites, and he was careful to complete his books before his death.  


