Wilderness Wanderings 17
The Israelites in the Wilderness Discussion # 17—Prepare for 11/25/20
Read:  Patriarchs and Prophets Chapter 43: “The Death of Moses”
Deuteronomy 34
When Moses looks out over Canaan, from the top of the mountain, what does he see?  Why?  See Patriarchs and Prophets.  
He saw a panoramic view of the Promised Land, Canaan.  “Not as it then appeared, but as it would become, with God's blessing upon it, in the possession of Israel. He seemed to be looking upon a second Eden.”  The Lord showed it all to him.  Moses certainly wouldn’t have been able to see the entire expanse of the land with his human eyesight, but Deut. 34:1-4 tells us that he saw all of it.  Ellen White says he “saw the chosen people established in Canaan, each of the tribes in its own possession.”  Patriarchs and Prophets adds that he also foresaw their history, their apostasy and punishment, their captivity and restoration, and their subjection to Rome.  Moses was further granted a preview of Christ’s birth, His ministry, and His crucifixion.  Apparently it was revealed to Moses that he himself would be resurrected and taken to heaven, and that he would be one of those waiting to receive Christ back into heaven at His triumphal return after the resurrection.  An overview of the Christian era also passed before Moses, in which those who proclaim themselves followers of Christ discard His law.  And ultimately he was given a vison of the Second Coming and of the earth made new, the magnificent fulfillment of every promise given to the people of Israel.  Then Moses died.  
Who buried Moses?  Where?  Why?  
Apparently God was responsible for Moses’ burial, although Patriarchs and Prophets specified that it was the angels of God who buried him.  Moses’ burial was “in a valley in the land of Moab,” but no one knew exactly where.  Patriarchs and Prophets states, “Many who had been unwilling to heed the counsels of Moses while he was with them would have been in danger of committing idolatry over his dead body had they known the place of his burial.  For this reason it was concealed from men.”  Moses had been a man of great faith, a mighty prophet, a loving caretaker, a wise guide, a minister of unparalleled integrity, and an inspiring leader.  According to Deut. 34:10, “There arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face.”  Moses stands as a powerful example to us, but he is absolutely not to be worshipped.  Even his remains were hidden, lest some grisly remnants should be worshipped as idols.  This should really give us a clear understanding of God’s view on “relics,” which some churches have erroneously encouraged.  Moses certainly was a saint of God, but God Himself suppressed knowledge of his burying place to prevent the idolatry of relics.    
Why did Moses have to die?  What was the original plan?  See Patriarchs and Prophets.    
The original plan was that Moses would be translated without seeing death.  Unfortunately, like so many of God’s plans, God’s people messed it up!  Moses failed to give God the glory in bringing water from the rock at Kadesh.  This one sin prevented him from entering Canaan, and it interfered with the plan to allow Moses to be translated without death.  Of course, it’s quite possible that the plan for each one of us was to be translated without death… and we’ve simply interfered with it.  Sin causes death, as we know.  But apparently, even confessed and forgiven sin causes (strictly temporary) death.  
According to Ellen White, there was quite a battle over Moses.  Who fought this battle?  Why were they fighting?  Who won?  
At this point in history, death had always been permanent.  Satan figured that anyone who died was his—a victory in his battle against Christ.  God had never raised anyone from the dead before.  And so, for the first time, Christ was about to break the power of the grave.  He came with shining angels to get Moses.  Satan apparently thought that in causing Moses to sin against God and “come under the dominion of death,” he had taken Moses as his prisoner permanently.  Satan began to protest Christ’s actions, arguing that Moses had sinned and was thus unfit to be with God.  But Christ didn’t argue with him, only saying “The Lord rebuke thee,” and going on with His work.  He brought Moses back from the dead.  As Patriarchs and Prophets puts it, “Here was an evidence that Satan could not controvert, of the supremacy of the Son of God. The resurrection was forever made certain. Satan was despoiled of his prey; the righteous dead would live again.”  
What does this tell us about God’s justice and God’s mercy?  
I can hardly do better than to quote Patriarchs and Prophets:  
“Never, till exemplified in the sacrifice of Christ, were the justice and the love of God more strikingly displayed than in His dealings with Moses. God shut Moses out of Canaan, to teach a lesson which should never be forgotten—that He requires exact obedience, and that men are to beware of taking to themselves the glory which is due to their Maker. He could not grant the prayer of Moses that he might share the inheritance of Israel, but He did not forget or forsake His servant. The God of heaven understood the suffering that Moses had endured; He had noted every act of faithful service through those long years of conflict and trial. On the top of Pisgah, God called Moses to an inheritance infinitely more glorious than the earthly Canaan.
Upon the mount of transfiguration Moses was present with Elijah, who had been translated. They were sent as bearers of light and glory from the Father to His Son. And thus the prayer of Moses, uttered so many centuries before, was at last fulfilled. He stood upon the "goodly mountain," within the heritage of his people, bearing witness to Him in whom all the promises to Israel centered. Such is the last scene revealed to mortal vision in the history of that man so highly honored of Heaven.”  
Our God is a God of absolute Justice.  And absolute Mercy.  These things seem to us to conflict most of the time, but in Him both meet and are perfectly fulfilled.  That we have such trouble reconciling the two suggests how far we have to go before we are like Him!  But as we keep progressing daily toward the people that He would have us be, we will undoubtedly be able to bring both justice and mercy into better alignment in our own lives!  
Notes and Observations:  
· “And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died:  his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated.”  Which should go a long way to demonstrate to us the effects of God in our lives!  Sin brings sickness, sorrow, suffering, and ultimately death.  Moses had lived (with certain major exceptions) in harmony with God and was therefore youthful and vigorous in his twelfth decade.  
· As far as human companionship was concerned, Moses was by himself at his death.  But he can hardly be said to have been alone!  Death is never optimal for us—we were made to live forever—but if it comes when one is in intimate communion with the Spirit of God, there is no fear.  For someone closely connected with God, death is a triumphant and temporary 
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